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PREFACE 


The  following  brief  outline  for  the  study  of  the 
vital  truths  of  the  Scriptures  as  expressed  in  the  Apos- 
tles’ Creed  and  the  sketch  relating  to  Mennonite  history 
is  published  as  a result  of  the  need  felt  for  it  in  our 
work  among  the  Indians  in  Oklahoma. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  catechetical 
instructions  as  brief  and  simple  as  possible  with  a spe- 
cial regard  for  the  specific  needs  which  the  nature  of 
the  work  presents. 

It  was  thot  that  the  esteem  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Mennonite  Church  would  be  enhanced  by  a knowledge 
of  the  relation  between  the  Scriptures  and  the  history 
of  our  people,  showing  what  price  our  ancestors  paid 
that  we  may  now  enjoy  this  heritage,  and  furthermore 
that  it  would  foster  a better  understanding  of  our  rela- 
tion to  other  denominations. 

May  it  please  the  Lord  to  bless  even  this  insignifi- 
cant effort  to  the  furtherance  of  His  great  and  glorious 
cause. 

G.  A.  Linscheid. 


Bethel  College  Campus, 

Newton,  Kansas,  Jan.  29th,  1929. 


THE  APOSTLES’  CREED 


1-  I believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
heaven  and  earth. 

2.  And  in  Jesus  Christ,  His  Only  Begotten  Son, 

our  Lord; 

3.  Who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  born 

of  the  virgin  Mary ; 

4.  Suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate;  was  crucified, 

died  and  buried; 

5.  The  third  day  He  rose  again  from  the  dead; 

6.  He  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right 

hand  of  God  the  Father  Almighty. 

7-  From  thence  He  shall  come  to  judge  the  living 
and  dead. 

8.  I believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 

9... I believe  in  a holy,  general  church;  the  com- 
munion of  saints ; 

10.  The  forgiveness  of  sins; 

11.  The  resurrection  of  the  body; 

12.  And  the  life  everlasting.  Amen. 


I  believe  in  God, 

The  Father  Almighty, 

Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth- 

God  is  revealed  to  man  in : 

1 His  works  (creation):  Rom.  1,  18-20;  Psalm 

19,  1 ; Psalm  139,  14. 

2 His  written  Word  (the  Bible)  : Heb.  1,1;  and  es- 

pecially in 

3 His  Son  (the  Word  become  flesh:  John  1,  14): 

John  14,  21;  Heb.  1,  2;  Matt.  11,  27. 

The  Bible,  the  written  Word,  is  inspired  (breathed)  of 
God  for : 

1 It  was  written  by  holy  men  of  God  who  were 

moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God:  2 Peter  1,  21. 
These  men  were  from  different  walks  of  life,  in 
many  instances  separated  from  each  other  by 
great  stretches  of  space  and  time,  nevertheless 
their  messages  center  and  have  their  fulfillment 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ : Heb.  1,1;  Acts  3,  18. 

2 It  is  adaptable  to  all  peoples  and  to  all  conditions 

of  life:  Jeremiah  16,  19-21.  Rev.  7,  9-10. 

3 It  lifts  to  higher  standards  of  life  all  who  accept  it 

and  are  governed  by  its  teachings:  Eph.  2,  1-6. 

4 It  is  confirmed  by  the  word  and  the  life  of  the 

Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself  : Luke  24,  44-46. 
The  Bible  is  the  Word  of  the  only  true  God  to  all  peo- 
ple : Isa.  45,  22-23 ; Isa.  52,  10. 


God  being  one,  unchangeable  and  eternal,  His  Word 
is  like  Him : one,  unchangeable  and  eternal : Gal. 
1,  8-9;  Isa.  8,  19-20;  Psa.  119,  89. 

By  this  His  Word  and  by  His  Spirit  God  communi- 
cates with  His  children:  Rom.  8,  16;  John  17, 
2-3 ; 25-26. 

The  Bible  reveals  God  to  us  as  one  who  is : 

The  Maker  and  Sustainer  of  all  things:  Acts  17,  24- 
25. 

Merciful,  forgiving  sins,  but  will  not  clear  the  guilty : 
Exodus  34,  7. 

Infinitely  gracious,  reconciling  a lost  and  rebellious 
world  unto  Himself  by  the  gift  of  His  Only  Be- 
gotten Son:  2 Cor.  5,  18-19;  John  3,  16. 

Consuming  fire  to  the  heedless  and  perverse : Heb. 

12,  25'.  28-29. 

Spirit:  John  4,  24. 

Light:  1 John  1,  5. 

Love:  1 John  4,  8. 

Life:  John  11,  25;  14,  6. 

Holy:  Isa.  6,  3. 

Just : Deut.  32,  4. 

All  seeing:  Prov.  15,3. 

Only  Wise:  1 Tim.  1,  17. 

Ever  Present:  Psalm  139,  7-10. 

Almighty:  Gen.  17,  1. 

Eternal:  Gen.  21,  33. 


Triune:  Father  Son  and  Holy  Spirit:  Matt.  28,  19. 
Yet  He  is  one  Lord:  Mark  12,  29. 

God,  the  Father  is  the  first  person  of  the  Trinity. 

He  is  in  a unique  sense  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ : 

This  relation  has  always  existed,  John  17,  5,  and 
continued  thruout  the  Lord’s  sojourn  in  the 
flesh  on  the  earth:  Luke  1,  35. 

He  is  also  Father  of  all  who  among  men  believe  in 
Him  and  accept  Jesus  Christ,  His  Only  Begotten 
Son,  as  their  Savior  from  sin:  John  1,  12-13. 
Being  made  free  (separated)  from  sin,  they  be- 
come associated  with  Christ  and  are  members 
of  His  body:  John  15,  4-10;  Rom.  12,  5. 

He  wants  man  to  love  and  trust  Him : Mark  12,  30; 

Matt.  6,  33;  1 Peter  5,  7. 

He  sends  forth  the  Spirit  of  Truth:  John  15,  26. 
He  seeketh  such  who  worship  Him  in  Spirit  and  in 
Truth:  John  4,  23. 

And  in  Jesus  Christ, 

His  Only  Begotten  Son, 

Our  Lord; 

God,  the  Son  is  the  second  person  of  the  Trinity : John 
1,  14. 

He  is  sent  by  the  Father:  John  3,  16;  1 John  3,  5.  8; 
John  1,  29. 

He  is  the  express  image  of  the  Father:  Heb.  1,  1-3. 


He  is  one  with  the  Father : John  1,  1-5  ; John  10,  30 ; 
1 John  5,  20. 

He  is  the  blessed  and  only  Potentate,  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords:  1 Tim.  6,  15- 
All  judgment  is  committed  unto  Him:  John  5,  22; 
Acts  10,  42. 

Who  was  Conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
And  Born  of  the  Virgin  Mary; 

The  birth  of  Jesus  was  on  this  wise:  Matt.  1,  18-25; 
Isa.  7,  14. 

God  sent  His  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh: 
Rom.  8,  3. 

He  came  to  fulfill  the  law:  Matt.  5,  17. 

He  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost : 
Luke  19,  10. 

He  taught  repentance  from  sin:  Mark  1,  15. 

He  performed  mighty  deeds  : John  3,  2 ; Luke  7,  21- 

22. 

He  was  despised:  Matt.  27,  28-31 ; Isa.  53,  3. 

He  was  rejected;  John  1,  11 ; Isa.  53,  3,  and 

Suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate; 

Then  Pilate  took  Jesus  and  scourged  Him : John  19,  1 ; 
Matt.  27,  26-31 ; Isa.  53,  8. 

Was  Crucified; 

And  they  crucified  Jesus : Matthew  27,  35. 

He  became  a curse  for  us:  Gal.  3,  13. 


Died 

Jesus,  when  He  had  cried  with  a loud  voice,  gave  up  the 
Ghost : Matt.  27,  50. 

He  was  delivered  for  our  offenses : Romans  4,  25. 

He  was  made  an  offering  for  sin : Hebrews  10,  14. 

For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  Just  for 
the  unjust:  1 Peter  3,  18-20. 

And  Buried. 

Joseph  wrapped  the  body  and  laid  it  in  his  own  new 
tomb : Matt.  27,  59-60. 

The  Third  Day 

He  Rose  Again  From  the  Dead; 

He  rose  again  the  third  day:  1 Cor.  15,  4;  Heb.  13, 
2Q;  Acts  10,  40. 

He  was  raised  again  for  our  justification:  Rom.  4,  25. 

He  appeared  to  His  disciples:  Acts  1,  3;  Acts  10,  41. 

He  commanded  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature 
and  to  baptize  believers:  Mark  16,  15-16. 

1 To  preach : 

Repentance:  Luke  15,  17-19;  1 Cor.  11,  31-32; 

Rom.  7,  7-25. 

Repentance  leads  to  acknowledging  the  truth : 

2 Tim.  2,  25. 

Godly  sorrow  worketh  repentance  to  salvation : 

2 Cor.  7,  10. 

Remission  of  sins  : Heb.  9,  22 ; Luke  24,  46-48. 


Separation  of  the  sinner  from  sin  thru  Christ : 

Rom.  8,  1 ; 2 Cor.  6,  17-18 
The  repentant  sinner  is  forgiven,  but  there  is 
vengeance  on  the  inventions  (sins)  : Psa.  99, 
8. 

Christ  the  propitiation  of  our  sins  : 1 John  2,  2 ; Rom. 
3,  25. 

Transgression  removed  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the 
west : Psalm  103,  12 ; Isa.  44,  22. 

A forgiving  spirit  required:  Matt.  6,  14-15;  Matt. 
18,  22. 

Blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  forgiven : 
Matt.  12,  31-32. 

2 To  baptize  and  teach  observance  of  all  the  things 
Jesus  taught : Matt.  28,  20. 

He  Ascended  into  Heaven; 

A cloud  received  Him  out  of  their  sight : Acts  1,  9. 

He  ascended  up  far  above  all  heavens : Eph.  4,  10. 

He  Sitteth  at  the  Right  Hand  of  God, 

The  Father  Almighty; 

Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  Col.  3,  1. 

He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  His  own : Heb. 
7,  25. 

From  Thence  He  Shall  Come 

This  same  Jesus  shall  come  in  like  manner:  Acts  1,  11 ; 
Phil.  3,  20;  1 Thess.  4,  16. 
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1 As  a thief  in  the  night:  1 Thess.  5,  1-5;  Luke 

12,  39. 

Into  the  air:  1 Thess.  4,  17. 

To  take  His  own  unto  Himself : Matt.  24,  40- 
41 ; John  14,  1-3. 

The  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first : 1 Thess. 
4,  16. 

Then  we,  who  are  alive  and  remain  shall  be 
changed:  1 Cor.  15,  51 ; 1 Thess.  4,  17. 
Works  of  saints  tested  by  fire:  1 Cor.  3,  11. 
14-15. 

To  purge  and  gather  Israel:  Ezek.  20,  33-44. 

2 In  the, clouds  of  heaven,  in  power  and  great  glory: 
Matt.  24,  30. 

With  His  saints  and  angels:  Jude  14;  Zech.  14, 
5;  Mark  13,26. 

To  establish  His  kingdom  on  earth:  Dan.  2,  44- 
45. 

The  mountain  of  the  Lord  shall  be  exalted : 
Isa.  2,  2-5. 

To  punish  the  piercing  serpent:  Isa.  27,  1. 

Satan  bound : Rev.  20,  2. 

To  destroy  the  covering,  the  veil  cast  over  all 
people:  Isa.  25,  7. 

New  conditions  on  earth:  Isa.  11,  9;  60,  18- 
19;  65,  8-25;  66,  5-24. 

To  reign:  For  He  must  reign,  till  He  hath  put 
all  enemies  under  His  feet:  1 Cor.  15,  25. 


Saints  are  associated  with  Christ  in  His  reign : 

Rev.  20,  6;  Daniel  7,  18.  22.  27. 

To  Judge  the  Living 

He  shall  judge  among  the  (living)  nations:  Isa.  2,  4; 
Dan.  7,  14;  Rev.  11,  15. 

Ye  shall  sit  judging  Israel:  Mat.  19,  28;  Luke 
22,  30. 

Saints  shall  judge  the  world:  1 Cor.  6,  2. 

Saints  to  execute  the  judgment  written:  Psalm 
149,  7-9. 

With  the  breath  of  His  lips:  Isa.  11  and  12. 

With  righteousness,  truth  and  equity : Psalm  96, 
13;  Psalm  98,  9. 

With  equity  for  all,  but  the  unrelenting  sinner  shall  be 
cursed : Isa.  65,  20. 

With  a rod  of  iron:  Psalm  2,  6-12;  Zech.  14,  16-19. 

Final  gathering  and  judging  of  the  nations:  Matt. 
25,  31-46;  Joel  3,  11-16. 

And  the  Dead. 

Christ  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  judge  of  the  quick 
(living)  and  dead:  Acts  10,  42. 

All  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  come  forth;  they  that 
have  done  good  (the  things  of  God)  to  life,  and  they 
that  have  done  evil  (disregarding  the  things  of  God) 
to  condemnation : John  5,  28-29. 

All  the  remaining  dead  gathered  before  the  great  white 
throne:  Rev.  20,  5.  11-15. 


I Believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit. 

God,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  third  person  of  the  Trinity. 
He  is  one  with  Father  and  Son.  Compare  Isa.  6, 
8-9  with  Acts  28,  25-26. 

In  Acts  5,  3 Ananias  is  said  to  have  lied  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  is  called  God  in  the  next 
verse. 

He  was  active  in  the  creation:  Gen.  1,  2;  Job  26, 
13. 

He  is  sent  by  Father  and  Son:  John  15,  26;  Luke 
24,  49;  John  14,  16.  17.  26;  John  16,  7. 

He  testifies  of  Jesus:  John  15,26. 

He  reproves  the  world  because  of  sin:  John  16,  8. 
He  quickens  (makes  alive)  : John  3,  5;  6,  63;  Rom. 
8,  11. 

He  comforts  believers:  Acts  9,  31. 

He  dwells  within,  and  directs  believers : 1 Cor.  6, 
19;  Rom.  8,  14. 

He  intercedes  in  behalf  of  believers : Rom.  8,  26-27. 
He  teaches  believers : Luke  12,  12. 

He  sanctifies  believers  : Rom.  15,  16;  1 Cor.  6,  11. 
He  may  be  resisted:  Acts  7,  51. 

He  may  be  grieved : Eph.  4,  30. 

He  may  be  quenched : 1 Thess.  5,  19. 

He  may  be  blasphemed  : Matt.  12,  31-32. 

He  may  be  taken  away:  Psalm  51,  11. 

His  presence  on  earth  restrains  the  wicked  one  from 
appearing:  2 Thess.  2,  6-7. 

= 13  = 


I Believe  in  a Holy  General  Church; 

The  Church  is  the  collective  body  of  souls  who  have 
been  regenerated  by  faith  in  the  atoning  redemption 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  1 Cor.  1,  2. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  Himself  the  head  of  the 
Church,  this  body  of  regenerated  souls:  Col.  1,  18. 

The  human  soul  is  an  immortal  being  created  of  God 
by  the  temporary  indwelling  of  breath  (spirit)  of 
God  in  a human  body  (Gen.  2,  7).  It  is  influenced 
by  both  the  spirit  and  the  body : the  spirit  being  of 
God  urges  the  things  pleasing  to  God : the  body — 
having  become  a body  of  sin  under  the  influence  and 
power  of  the  evil  one — urges  the  things  of  evil : 
Rom.  7,  15-25.  The  soul  that  has  become  account- 
able and  remains  subject  to  the  power  and  the  spirit 
of  the  evil  one  becomes  permanently  separated  from 
God  at  death  (Luke  16,  26).  For  at  the  cessation 
of  life  the  spirit,  which  is  the  only  possible  means 
of  access  to  God,  returns  to  Him  who  gave  it  (Eccl. 
12,  7;  Job  34,  14)  ; the  body  returns  to  dust  from 
which  it  was  taken  (Gen.  3,  19)  and  the  soul  having 
failed  to  draw  nigh  to  God  thru  the  spirit,  and  being 
left  without  an  abode  must  share  the  abode  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels  (Matt.  25,  41)  in  ever- 
lasting remorse  and  torment  (Isa.  66,  24;  Mark  9, 
44).  But  if,  during  the  course  of  life  or  even  at 
the  end  of  it,  the  soul  wills  to  become,  or  submits 
to  become  subject  to  the  Spirit  of  God — which  is  the 
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Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  redemption — it  comes, 
by  faith,  into  filial  relation  to  God,  is  regenerated 
(Gal.  3,  26,)  and  is  invested  with  a new  body  (Phil. 
3,21). 

God  made  man  in  His  own  image : Gen  1,  26-27 ; Gen. 
2,  7. 

He  made  them  male  and  female,  called  Adam  and 
Eve : Gen.  3,  20. 

The  image  of  God  consists  in  righteousness  and 
true  holiness : Eph.  4,  24. 

Man  marred  the  image  (holiness)  by  disobedience: 

Gen.  2,  17 ; and  Gen.  3,  6;  Rom.  5,  12. 

Man  was  influenced  to  disobedience  by  the  serpent : 
Gen.  3,  4-13;  2 Cor.  11,  3. 

The  serpent  is  Satan,  the  devil  who  is  captain  of 
the  host  of  angels  whom  he  has  led  astray : Rev. 
12,  9;  Jude  6. 

All  the  people  on  earth  are  descendants  of  Adam  and 
Eve:  Acts  17,  24-28. 

All  are  born  in  the  image  of  Adam,  that  is  in  sin : 
Rom.  5,  12. 

Sin;  all  unrighteousness  is  sin:  1 John  5,  17;  (Rom. 
1,  19-22  and  25). 

Disbelief  displeases  God,  is  sin:  John  3,  18;  Heb. 
11,  6;  Luke  1,  20. 

To  know  how  to  do  good  and  not  to  do  it  is  sin: 
James  4,  17. 
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Sin  separates  from  God,  and  separation  from  God 
is  death,  perdition:  Isa.  59,  2;  Matt.  25,  41; 
Rom.  6,  23. 

The  knowledge  of  sin  is  by  the  law : Rom.  3,  20. 
God’s  law  is  summarized  in 

The  Ten  Commandments:  Exod.  20,  3-17. 

1 Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me : Exodus 
20,  3. 

Him  only  shalt  thou  serve : Matt.  4,  10. 

Regard  not  familiar  spirits:  Lev.  19,  31. 

Familiar  spirits  and  wizards : Isa.  8,  19-20. 

Spirits  (cults,  organizations,  fraternities,  clans  and 
bands  practicing  a form  of  worship)  that  do  not 
confess  Jesus  as  having  come  into  the  flesh  are  not 
of  God : 1 John  4,  2.  3. 

Sacrifices  made  by  Gentiles  are  made  to  devils : 1 

Cor.  10,  20-21. 

Sacrifices  in  disobedience  (as  Cain’s)  are  not  accept- 
able to  God : Gen.  4,  3 to  5,  1 ; or  as  that  of  King 
Saul:  1 Sam.  15,  22. 

To  say  Lord,  Lord  is  no  evidence  of  worshiping  the 
true  and  only  God:  Matt.  7,  21. 

Jesus  is  the  only  way  of  coming  to  the  Father : John 
14,  6. 

No  other  name  under  heaven  whereby  we  must  be 
saved : Acts  4,  12. 

Neither  is  there  any  other  Gospel:  Gal.  1,  8-9. 
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2 Thou  shalt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image, 
or  any  likeness  of  anything  that  is  in  heaven  above, 
or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water 
under  the  earth;  thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to 
them,  nor  serve  them ; for  I the  Lord  thy  God  am  a 
jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon 
the  children  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
them  that  hate  me;  and  showing  mercy  unto  thous- 
ands of  them  that  love  me,  and  keep  my  command- 
ments : Exod.  20,  4-6. 

Idols:  Acts  7,  41. 

Covetousness  is  idolatry : Col.  3,  5. 

Worshiping  of  spirits:  Isa.  8,  19-20;  Lev.  20,  6. 
Selfindulgences:  Phil.  3,  17-19. 

Love  of  the  world  and  the  things  of  the  world : 1 

John  2,  15-17. 

3 Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
in  vain,  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that 

taketh  His  name  in  vain  : Exodus  : 20,  7. 
Blasphemy:  Lev.  24,  16;  Col.  3,  8;  Matt.  15,19. 
Oaths  : Matt.  5,  34-37. 

All  oaths  : James  5,  12. 

4 Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six 
days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do  all  thy  work : but  the 
seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God ; in  it 
thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor 
thy  daughter,  thy  manservant,  nor  thy  maidservant, 
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nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy 
gates : for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the 
seventh  day : wherefore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sab- 
bath day,  and  hallowed  it:  Exodus  20,  8-11. 

Do  not  forsake  your  gathering  together : Heb.  10,  25. 
Offer  unto  the  Lord  of  your  substance : Mai.  3, 
8-11;  1 Cor.  16,  2;  Prov.  3,  9. 

Everyone  is  to  minister  according  to  gifts  received : 
1 Peter  4,  10-11. 

The  Sabbath  made  for  man  and  not  the  man  for  the 
Sabbath:  Mark  2,  27-28. 

Let  no  man  judge  you  in  respect  to  Sabbath  days: 
Col.  2,  16-17. 

5 Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother;  that  thy  days 
may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 

giveth  thee : Exodus  20,  12. 

This  is  the  first  commandment  with  a promise : Eph. 

6,  2. 

Teachers  : Gal.  6,  6. 

Ministers:  1 Thess.  5,  12-13. 

6 Thou  shalt  not  kill:  Exodus  20,  13. 

Hating  a brother  is  murder:  1 John  3,  15. 

The  Christian’s  relation  to  Government:  Rom.  13, 
1-5. 

The  Christian’s  relation  to  God : Acts  5,  29. 
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Christians  are  called  to  suffer : 2 Tim.  3,  12;  1 Peter 
2,  19-21. 

Christians  are  to  love  even  their  enemies : Matt. 
5,  44-45. 

7 Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery : Exodus  20,  14. 
Marriage  instituted  by  God  : Gen.  2,  24 ; Matt.  19,  5-6. 

Not  in  too  close  relationship : Lev.  18,  6-18. 

Of  the  same  faith:  2 Cor.  6,  14. 

Divorce  for  one  cause  only : Matt.  5,  28-32. 

Spiritual  adultery:  Christians  taking  part  or  help- 
ing along  in  any  heathen  worship  commit  adultery : 
James  4,  4;  Jer.  3,  9;  Ezek.  23,  37. 

8 Thou  shalt  not  steal:  Exodus  20,  15. 

Gambling;  provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all 

men:  Romans  12,  17. 

9 Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neigh- 
bor : Exod.  20,  16. 

Slandering:  Psalm  101,  5. 

10  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor’s  house,  thou 
shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor’s  wife,  nor  his  manserv- 
ant, nor  his  maidservant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor 
anything  that  is  thy  neighbor’s:  Ex.  20,  17. 
Covetousness : Eph.  5,  3.  5. 

The  substance  of  the  whole  law : Matt.  22,  37-40. 
Non-fulfillment  of  the  law:  Rom.  3,  10-12.  20. 
Object  of  the  law  : Gal.  3,  24;  Rom.  7,  7. 
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Christ  the  end  of  the  Law:  Rom.  10,  1-13. 

He  that  heareth  and  believeth  hath  passed  from 
death  unto  life : John  5,  24. 

New  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus  : 2 Cor.  5,  17 ; 1 John 
3,  10. 

Such  new  creatures,  animated  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
constitute  the  body  of  Christ:  1 Cor.  1,  2. 

True  repentance  (separation  from  sin  and  its  domin- 
ion and  a new  life  in  Christ)  necessary  for  member- 
ship in  this  body,  the  Holy  General  Church  Acts  2, 
38-40. 

Baptism,  symbolizing-  the  cleansing  from  sin,  is  the  out- 
ward sign  or  rite  of  admission  to  the  visible  Church : 
1 Peter  3,  21 ; Rom.  6,  4-6;  Eph.  2,  8. 

Leaders  and  officers  in  the  Church:  Titus  1,  5;  Heb. 
13,  17. 

Correction  of  offenders  in  the  Church : Gal.  6,  1 ; Ezek. 
3,  17-  21. 

Members  of  the  Body  of  Christ  are  called  Saints : 
Rom.  1,  7. 

The  Communion  of  Saints ; 

In  prayer  (Communion  with  God):  Matt.  26,  41; 
Matt.  6,  5-15;  1 Thess.  5,  17. 

Prayer  as  taught  by  the  Lord  Himself  : Matt.  6,  9-13. 
Prayer  must  be  in  accordance  with  His  will : 1 

John  5,  14;  Matt.  26,  42. 
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Prayer  is  not  mere  asking:  1 Tim.  2,  1-8;  John  14, 
13-15,  21;  Rom.  8,  26-27. 

In  the  Lord’s  supper,  which  is  an  ordinance : 1 Cor. 

10,  16-17. 

Instituted  by  the  Lord  Himself : Mat.  26,  26-29 ; 
1 Cor.  11,  23-37. 

Commemorating  the  suffering  and  death  of  the  Lord 
and  asserting  faith  in  His  return : 1 Cor.  11,  26. 
Baptized  believers  and  penitents  are  to  partake : Acts 
2,  41-42. 

Previous  self  examination  enjoined:  1 Cor.  11,  27-28. 
In  the  home : Col.  3,  16. 

Husband  and  wife:  Col.  3,  18-19;  Eph.  5,  21-25. 
Parents  and  children:  Eph.  6,  1-4;  Col.  3,  20-21. 
Master  and  servants : Eph.  6,  5-9 ; Col.  3,  22-24  ; 
Col.  4,  1. 

The  home  and  strangers:  Heb.  13,  2. 

The  home  and  false  teachers:  2 John  9-11. 

The  Forgiveness  of  Sins; 

This  is  my  blood,  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of 
sin : Matt.  26,  28. 

Jesus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  tasted  death  for  every  man : 
Heb.  2,  9. 

Having  forgiven  you  all  trespasses:  Col.  2,  12-14 ; 
Eph.  4,  32. 

Therefore  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ 
Jesus:  Rom.  8,  1. 
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The  Resurrection  of  the  Body; 

The  end  of  this  natural  life  is  death : Heb.  9,  27. 
Saints  living  at  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
to  be  changed  suddenly  : 1 Cor.  15,  51;  1 Thess. 
4,  17. 

All  the  dead  to  be  raised : Acts  24,  15. 

God  raises  the  dead  thru  Christ : 2 Cor.  4,  14. 

Manner  of  resurrection:  1 Cor.  15,  35-44. 

Sown  a natural  body  it  is  raised  a spiritual  body : 

1 Cor.  15,  44;  Phil.  3,  21. 

For  this  corruptible  must  put  on  incorruption : 1 

Cor.  15,  53-57. 

Order  of  resurrection : 

Christ  the  first  fruit  of  them  that  slept : 1 Cor. 
15,  20. 

Afterwards  they  that  are  Christ’s  at  His  coming : 
1 Cor.  15,  23. 

Blessed  and  holy  is  he  who  hath  part  in  the  first 
resurrection : Rev.  20,  6. 

But  the  rest  of  the  dead  live  not  again  until  the 
thousand  years  were  finished:  Rev.  20,  5.  11-15. 

And  the  Life  Everlasting. 

Everlasting  life  is  a gift  of  God : Rom.  6,  23. 

Given  to  such  who  earnestly  seek  and  strive  for  it : 
Matt.  7,  7-8. 

Yet  it  is  God  who  must  work  in  us  both  to  will  an 
to  do:  Phil.  2,  13. 
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Without  regeneration  and  continued  spiritual 
growth  (holiness)  no  one  shall  see  God:  Heb. 
12,  14. 

Everlasting  life  or  everlasting  shame  and  contempt : 
Dan.  12,  2;  Matt.  25,  46. 

For  saints  death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory:  1 Cor. 
15,  53-54;  John  5,  24. 

For  saints  there  is  prepared  a building  of  God,  not 
made  with  hands:  2 Cor.  5,  1. 

We  cannot  comprehend  the  things  which  God  has 
prepared  for  them  that  love  Him : 1 Cor.  2,  9. 
So  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord:  1 Thess.  4,  17-18. 
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SCRIPTURE  AND  THE  MENNONITES 

God  the  Lord  created  Adam  and  Eve  and  placed 
them  into  a beautiful  garden  called  Eden.  God  want- 
ed man  to  be  happy  so  He  told  him  what  he  should  do 
and  He  also  told  him  what  he  should  not  do.  But  man 
was  not  careful  to  obey  the  words  of  God  for  when 
Satan  came  to  him  and  urged  him  to  disobey  God  he 
listened  to  the  words  of  Satan  and  did  disobey  God. 
Satan,  the  evil  one,  who  is  also  called  the  devil  was  not 
always  bad.  God  had  created  him  a very  beautiful, 
wise  and  powerful  being  (Ezek.  28,  12-15).  He  used 
to  be  in  the  presence  of  God  in  heaven  and  his  name 
then  was  Lucifer  which  means  Lightbearer.  But 
somehow  this  Lucifer  became  proud  and  wanted  to 
make  himself  equal  with  God,  it  was  very  bad  for  him 
to  do  that  and  so  he  could  not  stay  in  the  presence  of 
God  any  longer,  he  had  to  leave  heaven  and  be  cast  in- 
to hell.  (Isa.  14,  12-15).  Satan  himself  can  no  longer 
be  happy  any  more  and  he  does  not  want  man  to  be 
happy  either,  that  is  why  he  persuaded  man  to  disobey 
God  so  that  he,  too,  would  be  unhappy.  To  disobey 
God  is  wrong,  it  is  sin  and  sin  makes  people  unhappy 
and  they  cannot  stay  in  the  presence  of  God  as  long  as 
they  have  sin.  All  who  sin  must  die  because  sin  sep- 
arates man  from  God  who  only  can  give  life. 
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After  Adam  and  Eve  had  sinned  by  disobeying 
God  they  could  not  stay  in  that  beautiful  garden  any 
longer.  Much  sorrow  came  to  them  and  sickness  and 
they  knew  that  they  would  have  to  die  sometime.  God 
took  great  pity  on  them  for  He  knew  that  it  was  Satan 
who  had  deceived  them.  So  He  promised  to  send  them 
a Savior  who  would  overcome  Satan,  take  his  power 
away  from  him  and  make  a way  by  which  man  could  be- 
come happy  again  (Gen.  3,  15).  But  it  is  very  hard 
to  make  such  a way,  no  human  being  can  make  it,  for 
all  are  sinful ; no  angel  or  spirit  can  take  away  sins 
(Psalm  49,  7).  So  God  in  His  great  pity  said  He 
would  send  His  Only  Begotten  Son  who  would  be 
like  man  but  would  have  no  sin  and  since  He  is  the 
Son  of  God  He  is  like  God  (Heb.  2,  14-18).  This  One 
would  take  the  sins  of  the  world  upon  Himself  and  that 
would  make  His  body  die  (John  1,  29),  for  the  wages 
of  sin  is  death  (Rom.  6,  23).  So  by  His  death  He 
would  take  away  the  sins  which  separate  man  from 
God  (Isa.  59,  2)  and  any  one  who  believes  and  obeys 
God  can  then  because  of  the  death  of  this  Savior  come 
to  God  and  be  happy  m His  presence  (2  Cor.  5,  17-21). 

We  are  not  told  all  the  things  that  God  said  to 
Adam  and  Eve  but  He  did  tell  them  that  a Savior 
would  be  born  who  would  take  away  the  power  from 
Satan.  He  also  said  that  in  doing  this  that  Savior 
would  be  wounded,  that  His  blood  would  be  shed  but 
in  shedding  His  blood  He  would  completely  overcome 


Satan.  To  help  them  remember  how  terrible  a thing 
sin  is  and  also  to  remind  them  of  the  fact  that  the  Sav- 
ior would  have  to  shed  His  blood  to  make  them  free 
from  the  power  of  Satan,  it  is  likely  that  God  told 
them  that  from  time  to  time  they  should  sacrifice  a 
lamb.  Whenever  they  would  shed  the  blood  of  the 
lamb  it  would  remind  them  of  that  Savior  and  at  the 
same  time  they  would  in  that  way  show  that  they  be- 
lieved what  God  said  and  that  they  wanted  to  obey 
Him.  Adam  now  saw  what  a terrible  thing  it  is  to 
disobey  God  and  so  he  was  careful  to  offer  the  lamb, 
as  it  is  likely  that  God  told  him  to  do.  Adam  must 
have  told  his  sons  how  they  should  serve  and  worship 
God.  But  Cain,  the  older  one  of  his  sons,  did  not 
want  to  offer  lambs  as  a sacrifice  to  God.  Possibly 
Satan  had  made  Cain  think' that  it  was  a pity  to  kill  a 
poor  lamb  and  just  burn  it;  that  he  needed  the  wool 
for  clothing  and  the  meat  for  food;  that  he  might  as 
well  take  some  of  the  things  which  he  had  raised  in  his 
garden  and  burn  those  for  a sacrifice.  At  any  rate 
Cain  did  not  do  as  God  had  said  that  they  should  do. 
Instead  of  sacrificing  a lamb  he  took  some  herbs  and 
offered  those  upon  an  altar  (Gen.  4,  3).  Abel,  his 
brother,  offered  a lamb  and  God  was  pleased  with 
Abel’s  offering,  but  He  could  not  be  pleased  with  Cain’s 
offering,  for  without  shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission 
(Heb.  9,  22).  Satan  did  not  want  man  to  think  of  that 
so  it  is  likely  that  he  wanted  him  to  offer  something  in 


which  there  is  no  blood.  We  may  infer  from  the 
Scripture  that  Satan  had  Cain  talk  to  his  brother  Abel 
and  tell  him  that  he  should  not  offer  any  more  lambs. 
He  wanted  to  worship  God  but  in  his  own  way,  he  want- 
ed to  do  it  with  herbs.  Maybe  he  thot  since  these 
things  grew  out  of  the  ground  God  should  be  pleased 
to  receive  them  as  an  offering  and  it  is  likely  that  he 
wanted  Abel  to  do  the  same  way.  But  Abel  wanted 
to  obey  God  rather  than  his  brother.  That  made 
Cain  very  angry  and  one  day  he  quarreled  with  his 
brother  and  killed  him  (Gen.  4,  8).  It  was  Satan 
who  wanted  Cain  to  do  that,  for  Satan  is  a murderer 
from  the  beginning  (John  8,  44). 

God  then  gave  Adam  and  Eve  another  son  whose 
name  was  Seth.  Seth  and  his  children  obeyed  God 
but  Cain  and  his  children  walked  in  the  ways  of  Satan. 
As  time  went  on  the  people  became  very  many  on  earth 
and  they  became  more  and  more  wicked  for  many, 
even  of  the  children  of  Seth,  began  to  walk  in  the  ways 
of  Cain  and  of  his  children  (Gen.  6,  5).  They  were 
more  ready  to  do  what  men  were  saying  to  them  than 
to  obey  God.  Finally  there  were  only  a very  few  people 
left  who  obeyed  God  and  all  the  others  became  very 
wicked,  they  would  kill  each  other  and  do  all  kinds  of 
wicked  things  that  Satan  wanted  them  to  do,  but  they 
would  not  mind  the  Spirit  of  God  any  more  at  all. 

There  was,  however,  one  man  who  obeyed  God  and 
so  God  told  this  man  to  speak  to  the  people,  to  warn 
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them  and  tell  them  that  a great  flood  would  come  to 
destroy  them  if  they  would  not  quit  being  so  wicked. 
This  man’s  name  was  Noah.  But  the  people  would 
not  listen  to  Noah  and  his  words,  for  they  liked  their 
own  ways,  which  were  the  ways  of  Satan,  better  than 
the  ways  of  God.  So  finally  God  had  to  send  the  great 
flood  to  destroy  those  wicked  people.  He  saved  only 
Noah  and  his  family  and  some  of  every  kind  of  beasts 
and  birds  with  which  to  start  all  over  again  after  the 
flood  would  be  over. 

But  even  tho  God  had  sent  such  a great  punish- 
ment on  the  wicked  people  and  had  saved,  in  a wonder- 
ful way,  only  those  who  obeyed  Him,  nevertheless  as 
the  people  increased  they  again  began  to  disobey  God 
and  walked  in  the  wicked  ways  of  Satan.  Instead  of 
worshiping  God  who  was  giving  them  all  things  they 
began  to  worship  the  things  that  God  had  made : Sun, 
moon,  stars  and  even  animals  and  things  that  grow. 
(Rom.  1,  25).  Some  made  images  and  worshiped 
them  (Rom.  1,  23).  Satan  persuaded  them  to  do  this, 
for  he  does  not  want  anyone  to  worship  God. 

After  a long  time  when  there  were  many  people 
again  and  they  would  not  obey  God  He  let  them  go 
their  own  way  so  that  they  might  see  into  what  con- 
ditions the  wicked  ways  of  Satan  would  finally  bring 
them.  However,  He  wants  to  give  such  among  the 
people  who  want  to  obey  Him  a chance  to  do  so.  God 
uses  such  who  obey  Him  to  make  His  name  and  His 
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ways  known  to  others  who  do  not  know  Him.  There 
was  one  man  among  the  people  of  that  time  who  obey- 
ed and  worshiped  God.  This  man’s  name  was  Abra- 
ham. God  told  Abraham  to  come  away  from  his 
friends  and  relatives  because  they  were  walking  in  the 
ways  of  Satan.  He  brought  Abraham  and  his  family 
to  another  country  to  live  and  told  him  that  He  would 
make  a great  nation  of  him  and  his  children,  if  he  and 
his  children  would  be  careful  to  obey  God  and  walk 
in  His  ways.  God  said  He  would  bless  Abraham  and 
his  children  and  would  make  them  a blessing  to  all  the 
rest  of  the  people.  He  also  told  Abraham  that  some  time 
the  Savior  would  be  born  from  among  his  children 
and  for  that  reason  he  and  his  children  should  keep  on 
offering  sacrifices  so  they  would  not  forget  the  coming 
of  the  Savior  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  world. 

A grandson  of  Abraham,  whose  name  was  Israel, 
became  the  head  of  God’s  chosen  people  and  so  these 
people  are  called  the  children  of  Israel  and  later 
on  they  were  also  called  Jews.  God  gave  His  laws  to 
the  Children  of  Israel  so  they  would  know  how  to  live 
right  and  how  to  worship  God.  But  even  the  Children 
of  Israel  were  not  always  careful  to  obey  God.  Very 
often  they  would  do  as  the  other  people  were  doing  and 
would  disobey  God,  then  all  kinds  of  trouble  would 
come  upon  them.  But  when  they  would  repent  of  their 
wrong  doing  and  their  disobedience  and  confess  their 
sins,  then  God  would  take  pity  on  them  again  and  help 
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them  out  of  all  their  troubles.  He  did  this  because  of 
His  promises  to  Abraham  and  because  He  wanted  to 
have  a people  to  whom  He  could  send  the  Savior  He 
had  promised,  and  so  make  this  people  a blessing  to  all 
the  other  people  on  earth.  At  last,  after  a very  long 
time,  God  sent  His  Son,  who  is  that  promised  Lamb  of 
God  which  was  ,to  come  and  take  away  the  sins  of  the 
world.  His  name  is  Jesus,  which  means  Savior. 

But  even  the  Children  of  Israel,  while  they  thot 
that  they  were  worshiping  and  obeying  God,  Satan  had 
succeeded  in  getting  them  to  worship  God  only  in 
words  but  not  in  spirit.  But  God  is  a Spirit  and  He 
can  be  worshiped  only  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  So  when 
Jesus  did  come  and  told  them  how  they  should  live  and 
how  they  should  obey  God  they  did  not  like  His  words. 
The  common  people  liked  what  Jesus  said  and  did,  but 
the  rulers  among  the  Children  of  Israel  did  not  like 
Jesus,  nor  did  they  like  His  teachings.  These  rulers 
were  under  the  influence  of  Satan  and  Satan  hates 
Jesus  very  much.  As  soon  as  Jesus  was  born  Satan 
persuaded  king  Herod  to  try  to  kill  Him,  but  it  was 
not  the  time  for  Jesus  to  die  yet,  so  Satan  could  not 
do  it  then.  But  he  did  not  give  up  in  trying  to  over- 
come Jesus.  When  Jesus  was  grown  and  was  about 
to  begin  teaching  the  people  Satan  tried  to  get  Jesus 
to  disobey  God,  His  Father.  He  promised  Jesus  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  if  He  would  only  fall  down 
before  him  and  worship  him.  He  tried  in  different 


ways  to  get  Jesus  to  do  something  that  would  not  be 
pleasing  to  God,  His  Father,  but  Jesus  would  not  obey 
Satan  at  all  and  He  told  him  to  go  away.  When  Satan 
found  that  he  could  not  overcome  Jesus  in  that  way, 
then  he  persuaded  the  rulers  of  the  Children  of  Israel 
that  they  should  have  Him  put  to  death. 

These  rulers  had  the  law  of  God,  which  told  them 
how  they  should  live,  and  they  had  the  words  of  the 
prophets  of  God  who  told  them  about  the  Savior.  But 
Satan  had  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  think  and  speak 
only  of  some  of  the  things,  which  the  prophets  had  said 
about  the  Savior,  and  to  forget  those  things  which  they 
did  not  like  and  so  found  them  hard  to  understand. 
That  is  how  it  came  about  that  when  Jesus  did  come 
they  would  not  believe  that  He  was  the  Savior  even  tho 
He  did  many  wonderful  things  by  which  to  prove  that 
He  was  sent  from  God  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world. 
The  more  Jesus  told  these  rulers,  and  the  more  wonder- 
ful things  He  did,  the  more  they  hated  Him  because 
they  were  under  the  influence  of  Satan.  They  were  so 
much  under  the  power  and  influence  of  Satan  that  one 
time  Jesus  said  to  them : “Ye  are  of  your  father  the 
devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do.”  (John 
8,  44).  This  shows  us  how  Satan  had  filled  their 
hearts,  even  tho  in  words  they  were  worshiping  God  and 
praying  to  Him  yet  at  the  same  time  they  were  not 
obeying  God  but  Satan.  When  Jesus  was  thru  teach- 
ing the  things  of  God,  and  when  the  time  came  that 
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He  should  lay  down  His  life  by  shedding  His  blood 
for  the  sins  of  the  world,  then  the  rulers  succeeded  in 
having  Him  crucified,  even  tho  He  had  done  nothing 
wrong.  (Luke  23,  20-24).  He  died  for  the  wrongs, 
the  sins  of  others  (Isa.  53,  8).  That  is  just  the  very 
purpose  for  which  He  came  into  this  world.  (Heb. 
10,  4-10).  He  was  buried  and  on  the  third  day  God 
raised  Him  from  among  the  dead  (Acts  10,  39-43). 
So  while  Satan  and  those  wicked  rulers  thot  they  had 
destroyed  Jesus  by  putting  Him  to  death,  God  over- 
ruled their  wicked  deed  for  the  salvation  of  mankind. 
God  who  knows  all  things,  knew  how  all  this  would  be. 
He  knew  it  all  even  before  the  world  was  made. 

After  Jesus  had  risen,  from  the  dead  He  showed 
Himself  to  His  disciples  from  time  to  time  during  40 
days,  talking  to  them,  eating  with  them,  teaching  them 
many  more  things  about  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  then 
He  went  back  to  heaven.  Just  before  leaving  them 
He  told  them  that  now  they  should  go  out  to  all  the 
people  everywhere  and  tell  them  that  He  had  died  for 
the  sins  of  all,  and  that  any  one  who  believes  this  and 
obeys  God  is  saved  and  has  everlasting  life.  They 
should  tell  everywhere  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God, 
the  promised  Savior,  and  that  in  dying  on  the  cross 
He  had  made  the  way  by  which  any  one  who  believes 
and  obeys  God  is  brought  back  into  God’s  presence  and 
can  then  be  really  happy  there  for  evermore. 

The  disciples  did  as  Jesus  told  them  to  do,  but 
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Satan  did  not  like  that,  so  he  made  it  very  hard  for  them 
and  for  all  who  believed  their  words.  When  the  rulers 
of  the  Children  of  Israel  found  that  the  disciples  were 
teaching  about  Jesus,  that  He  had  risen  from  the  dead, 
they  became  very  angry  and  told  the  disciples  not  to 
do  that  any  more.  The}'  threatened  to  kill  them  if 
they  would  preach  about  Jesus  again.  Then  the  dis- 
ciples told  those  rulers : “We  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  men’’  (Acts  5,  29)  and  they  kept  on  teaching 
about  Jesus.  Then  the  rulers  put  many  of  them  into 
prison  and  some  they  put  to  death,  for  they  did  not 
wrant  the  people  to  hear  about  Jesus. 

All  those  who  belieA'ed  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  Savior  and  obeyed  God  were  now  called  Chris- 
tians. The  rulers  persecuted  the  Christians  and  in  that 
wray  drove  them  away  from  Jerusalem  and  from  the 
country  of  the  Jews.  (Acts  8,  1).  But  wherever  the 
Christians  went  among  the  people  they  would  tell  about 
Jesus  and  many  of  the  Jew's,  and  also  of  the  people 
who  were  worshiping  idols,  gave  up  the  ways  of  Satan 
and  became  Christians.  When  Satan  saw  that  by  per- 
secuting the  Christians  he  had  only  scattered  them  into 
all  the  countries  and  that  everywhere  they  were  telling 
about  Jesus,  he  made  it  hard  for  them  thru  the  Roman 
Government.  The  Roman  Government  was  ruling 
over  all  the  countries  at  that  time  and  that  Government 
had  a law  that  all  people  must  worship  the  emperor 
besides  any  other  gods  that  they  might  be  wohshiping. 


But  the  Christians  would  not  worship  the  emperor, 
for  he  is  but  a human  being  and  God  says  that  we 
should  not  worship  any  man  nor  anything,  only  the  true 
God.  Besides  this  the  Christians  would  not  go  to  war 
for  they  did  not  want  to  kill  any  one.  So  then  the 
Roman  Government  began  to  persecute  the  Christians 
and  put  many  thousands  of  them  to  death  in  the  most 
cruel  ways.  But  since  the  Christians  were  so  faithful 
and  were  ready  to  die  for  what  they  believed  many  of 
the  people  believed  their  words  and  became  Christians, 
even  tho  they  knew  that  they,  too,  would  have  to  suffer 
persecution  and  death.  Some  of  the  people  believed 
in  their  hearts,  but  were  afraid  to  tell  it,  however  they 
would  be  friendly  to  the  Christians  and  help  them  in 
every  way  they  could.  There  were  always  more  and 
more  becoming  Christians  in  spite  of  all  the  persecu- 
tion. So  finally  the  Government  did  not  persecute 
them  any  more,  and  after  a while  even  the  emperor 
himself  became  a Christian. 

Satan  saw  that  he  could  not  destroy  the  Church 
by  persecuting  and  putting  the  Christians  to  death.  So 
he  began  to  work  in  a different  way.  It  was  easy  now 
for  any  one  to  become  a Christian.  Many  were  bap- 
tized and  joined  the  Church  without  giving  up  their 
wicked  ways.  They  began  to  think  that  just  the  bap- 
tising itself  would  make  any  one  a Christian  and  so 
they  began  to  baptize  even  the  little  babies.  They  be- 
gan to  teach  that  by  doing  good  we  could  earn  the 


forgiveness  of  our  sins.  Satan  had  the  people  forget 
that  God  had  sent  Jesus  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the 
world.  They  also  began  to  pray  to  saints  instead  of 
praying  to  Jesus.  They  began  to  make  pictures  of  the 
saints  and  to  pray  before  them.  Some  of  them  thot 
that  it  would  please  God  very  much  if  they  would  go 
away  from  the  rest  of  the  people  and  live  in  some  lone- 
ly place.  Many  other  things  they  began  to  teach  and  to 
do  which  were  not  according  to  God’s  Word.  They  thot 
it  was  necessary  even  for  Christians  to  swear  oaths  so 
as  to  be  sure  that  they  were  telling  the  truth.  They 
said  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  battle  and  kill  the  enem- 
ies. After  a while  more  and  more  things  crept  into 
the  Church  that  were  not  according  to  God’s  Word  and 
the  Christians  became  very  careless.  The  rulers  in 
the  Church  did  not  care  any  more  how  wickedly  any 
one  lived;  as  long  as  he  was  baptized  and  paid  money 
to  the  Church,  he  was  considered  a Christian.  But 
not  all  the  Christians  thot  that  way.  There  always 
were  such  in  the  Church  who  wanted  to  live  according 
to  the  teachings  of  God’s  Word.  But  it  was  not  easy 
for  them  to  do  that,  for  at  that  time  they  did  not  have 
books  as  we  have  them  now.  There  were  very  few 
Bibles,  for  all  the  books  and  Bibles  had  to  be  written 
by  hand,  for  they  did  not  know  how  to  print  books  at 
that  time.  Besides  that  the  Bibles  that  they  did  have 
were  written  in  old  languages  that  most  of  the  people 
did  not  understand  any  more.  So  the  people  had  to 
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depend  on  the  priests  to  tell  them  what  was  written  in 
the  Bible.  But  even  the  most  of  the  priests  knew  very 
little  of  what  was  written  in  the  Bible,  they  simply 
taught  the  people  as  they  had  been  taught  by  their  bish- 
ops who  were  over  them.  These  bishops  had  a great 
deal  of  authority  and  by  and  by  two  of  them  became 
more  prominent  than  the  others.  One  of  these  promi- 
nent bishops  lived  in  the  eastern  part  of  Europe  at 
Constantinople;  this  one  was  finally  called  patriarch 
and  is  the  head  of  the  Greek  Catholic  Church.  The 
other  bishop,  who  became  very  prominent  lived  in  the 
western  part  of  Europe,  at  Rome;  he  was  later  called 
pope  and  is  the  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  teachings  in  both  of  these  Catholic  Churches 
became  more  and  more  mixed  with  the  teachings  of 
men.  In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  for  instance, 
it  is  being  taught  that  the  pope  makes  no  mistakes  in 
his  teachings,  that  whatever  he  says  is  right.  That  it 
is  right  to  do  wrong,  if  in  that  way  the  Church  will  be 
benefited.  Some  among  them  would  do  wrongs,  even 
some  very  wicked  things,  and  would  then  give  money 
to  the  priests  for  the  Church  and  they  were  told  by  the 
Church  that  in  that  way  their  sins  would  be  forgiven. 
Many  other  things  this  Church  would  teach  which  are 
not  according  to  God’s  Word.  Now  there  were  always 
some  among  these  people  who  did  not  think  that  pay- 
ing money  could  take  away  sins.  Even  among  the 
priests  there  were  such  who  felt  that  the  Church  was 


teaching  things  which  were  not  according  to  the  Word 
of  God.  They  would  speak  against  the  wrongs  of  the 
Church  but  the  rulers  in  the  Catholic  Church  did  not 
like  such  and  called  them  heretics.  The  rulers  in  the 
Church  would  try  to  make  them  recant,  that  means  to 
make  them  take  back  what  they  had  said,  and  would 
put  them  to  death  if  they  would  not  recant.  As  time 
went  on  the  Catholic  Church  became  more  and  more 
cruel  in  its  persecution  of  these  so-called  heretics. 
Before  this,  Satan  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  rulers 
of  the  Jews  to  obey  him,  and  now  he  had  succeeded  in 
getting  the  rulers  in  what  was  called  the  Church  to 
obey  him.  Thru  these  rulers  he  wanted  to  destroy  all 
such  who  wanted  to  obey  God  and  do  according  to  His 
teachings,  as  we  have  them  in  the  Bible. 

The  rulers  in  the  Catholic  Church  used  every  way 
that  they  could  think  of  to  torture  these  so-called  here- 
tics, and  had  very  many  of  them  put  to  death.  Laws  were 
passed  taking  away  all  rights  from  them;  their  prop- 
erty was  given  to  such  who  would  tell  about  them  and 
who  would  help  to  arrest  them.  No  one  was  allowed 
to  give  them  shelter  or  food  or  to  help  them  in  any 
way;  if  any  one  would  help  them  then  he  too  would  be 
called  a heretic.  But  on  the  other  hand  they  were 
taught  that  God  would  be  well  pleased  with  anyone 
who  would  help  catch  and  put  to  death  a heretic.  These 
poor  people  had  to  flee  for  their  lives  and  countless 
numbers  of  them  were  tortured  and  put  to  death  just 


= 38  = 


because  they  wanted  to  obey  God  rather  than  men. 
Yet  the  Catholic  Church  boasts  of  never  having  shed 
any  blood,  but  the  rulers  in  the  church  would  catch 
and  torture  these  so-called  heretics  and  then  turn  them 
over  to  the  government  to  have  them  put  to  death  and 
in  that  way  they  thot  they  kept  themselves  from  shed- 
ding any  blood. 

At  times  there  would  be  a ruler  here  or  there  who 
would  take  pity  on  these  poor  people,  whom  the  Catho- 
lic Church  called  heretics,  and  would  let  them  live  in 
his  country.  But  the  pope  had  so  much  power  that 
he  would  make  that  ruler  persecute  and  put  to  death 
the  heretics  that  were  in  his  country.  Sometimes  whole 
armies  would  be  sent  out  into  a country  where  heretics 
lived  to  hunt  for  them  and  put  them  to  death.  These 
heretics  did  not  defend  themselves  for  they  were  mind- 
ful of  God’s  Word,  not  to  kill,  so  they  would  not  fight ; 
but  whenever  they  could  they  would  flee  to  some  other 
place.  They  did  not  think  of  doing  any  harm  to  those 
who  persecuted  them,  many  of  them  even  did  like  Je- 
sus, they  would  pray  for  those  who  were  torturing 
them  and  putting  them  to  death. 

In  spite  of  this  indescribably  cruel  and  bloody 
treatment  there  were  always  more  and  more  who  want- 
ed to  obey  God  rather  than  men.  Even  of  the  priests 
in  the  Catholic  Church  there  were  some  who,  when  they 
saw  how  steadfast  these  heretics  were,  began  to  study 
the  Bible  more  carefully  and  when  they  found  that  the 
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heretics  were  right  and  the  Catholic  Church  was  wrong, 
they  too  began  to  speak  and  preach  against  the  wrongs 
in  the  Church.  These  would  then  be  called  heretics, 
too,  and  would  be  put  to  death.  Some  of  these  before 
they  were  put  to  death  would  write  books  in  which  they 
would  show  that  the  Catholic  Church  was  not  teaching 
according  to  the  Bible,  but  had  taken  in  teachings 
which  were  not  from  God.  Printing  of  books  was  in- 
vented about  this  time,  so  some  of  these  writings  were 
printed  in  books  and  the  Bible,  too,  was  now  printed 
so  that  it  was  not  so  hard  to  get  a Bible  any  more. 
Then  too,  the  Bible  was  translated  into  the  language 
that  the  people  were  using  so  they  could  read  and  under- 
stand for  themselves  what  is  written  in  it.  But  the 
rulers  in  the  Catholic  Church  then  made  laws  that  all 
such  Bibles  and  all  such  writings  should  be  destroyed 
and  if  any  one  was  found  having  a Bible  or  such  books 
he  would  be  punished  and  some  were  even  put  to  death 
for  it.  Nevertheless  these  Bibles  and  books  were  carried 
far  and  wide  into  the  different  countries  by  different 
secret  means. 

Because  these  people  were  being  persecuted  every- 
where, they  had  to  live  in  the  backwoods,  in  the  moun- 
tains and  in  such  places  where  other  people  did  not  care 
to  live.  But  even  tho  they  lived  hidden  away,  as  it  were, 
they  were  always  anxious  to  get  back  among  the  people 
and  to  tell  them  about  the  teachings  as  the  really  are 
in  the  Bible.  Sometimes  they  would  go  out  as  peddlers, 
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having  something  to  sell  to  the  people,  so  they  would 
go  from  house  to  house  offering  their  goods  for  sale 
and  wherever  an  opportunity  would  offer  itself  they 
would  tell  about  the  Bible,  and  if  the  people  were  in- 
terested they  would  give  them  of  those  writings  which 
told  of  the  wrongs  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  Catholic  Church  called  all  those  people,  who  did 
not  agree  with  the  Church,  heretics,  but  there  were 
many  different  groups  of  them  and  they  were  called  by 
different  names  in  the  different  countries.  Some  of 
the  names  by  which  they  were  known  are : Albigenses, 
Cathari,  Waldenses,  Patarini,  Bogomiles,  and  because 
they  baptized  all  those  that  joined  them  even  tho  they 
had  been  baptized  as  little  children,  for  that  reason  these 
people  were  called  Anabaptists  or  Re-baptizers  in  some 
places.  They  called  themselves  just  Brethren  or 
Brethren  of  the  Common  Life  or  in  some  places  they 
called  themselves  the  Apostlic  Church.  These  differ- 
ent groups  did  not  all  agree  with  each  other  in  their 
teachings,  some  of  them  even  made  some  serious  mis- 
takes, due  to  the  very  hard  conditions  under  which  they 
had  to  live.  But  all  these  different  groups  felt  that 
the  Catholic  Church  had  gone  very  far  wrong  and  was 
not  teaching  according  to  the  Bible.  To  be  sure  that 
they  themselves  were  right,  they  would  study  the  Bible 
very  carefully.  They  insisted  that  a Christian  must 
live  a clean,  honest  and  active  life.  That  Jesus  only 
can  forgive  our  sins.  That  a Christian  should  always 
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tell  the  truth,  as  Jesus  says  we  should,  and  that  we 
should  not  swear  oaths.  That  it  is  wrong  to  kill  our 
fellowmen.  That  a person  should  not  be  baptized  till 
he  is  old  enough  to  understand  the  meaning  of  repen- 
tance from  sin,  and  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
That  if  he  repents  from  his  sins,  professes  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  as  his  personal  Savior  from  sin  and  the  pow- 
er of  Satan,  and  wants  to  obey  God  henceforth,  then  he 
should  be  baptized  and  taken  into  the  Church.  That 
if  any  member  becomes  disobedient  to,  or  shows  no  in- 
terest in,  the  teachings  of  God’s  Word  and  does  not 
heed  admonition  then  he  should  be  put  out  of  the 
Church  again. 

Since  these  people  were  not  allowed  to  meet  public- 
ly they  would  meet  secretly  for  Bible  study.  There 
were  such  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Brethren,  but 
who  were  friendly  to  them,  and  would  gather  with  them 
to  study  the  Bible.  Then  when  they  would  become 
convinced  that  the  Brethren  were  right  according  to 
the  Word  of  God  they,  too,  would  be  baptized  and  join 
them.  It  was  in  1525  that  a number  of  well  educated 
men  in  Switzerland  and  some  of  the  adjoining  countries 
were  baptized,  after  they  had  carefully  studied  the 
Bible,  and  became  associated  with  the  Brethren.  It 
is  from  this  time  on  that  we  date  the  beginning  of  the 
Mennonite  Church. 

There  were  other  men  who  used  to  meet  with  these 
groups  of  the  Brethren  to  study  the  Bible  and  who  did 
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not  agree  with  the  Catholic  Church,  but  neither  did  they 
agree  with  the  Brethren.  They  thot,  among  other 
things,  that  it  was  right  to  take  arms  and  fight.  Later 
on  these  even  persecuted  the  Brethren  and  had  many 
of  them  put  to  death.  There  was  a man  in  Germany 
whose  name  was  Luther;  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
Catholic  Church,  but  he  thot  it  was  right  to  take  up 
arms  and  fight.  He  was  a well  educated  man  and  there 
was  a ruler  who  was  willing  to  help  him  and  defend 
him  with  his  soldiers.  Later  on  he  had  many  more 
followers.  Churches  were  formed  of  such  people  who 
protested  against  the  wrongs  in  the  Catholic  Church. 
All  such  people  were  called  Protestants.  Then  follow- 
ed many  long  and  bloody  wars  between  the  Catholic 
and  such  of  the  Protestants  who  thot  it  was  right  to 
go  to  war  and  fight.  Since  the  Brethren  who  were 
living  in  the  different  countries  did  not  take  arms  to 
fight  and  to  defend  themselves,  they  had  to  suffer  ter- 
ribly from  both  the  Catholics  and  the  other  Protestants. 
They  were  driven  from  one  place  to  another.  Their 
leading  men  were  hunted  as  tho  they  were  of  the  worst 
kind  of  criminals  and  large  sums  of  money  were  offer- 
ed to  any  one  who  would  catch  or  kill  them.  Many  of 
these  people  were  caught  and  placed  in  filthy  dungeons 
that  were  deep  down  in  the  earth  where  no  sunlight 
would  ever  come;  there  they  would  hunger  and  thirst 
and  sicken  and  die.  Others  were  put  to  death  with  the 
sword  and  by  drowning  and  many  of  them  were  burn- 
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ed  to  death.  Their  history  is  a history  that  truly  is 
written  in  blood  and  tears,  yet  they  were  an  inoffensive, 
peaceable  and  industrious  people  who  prospered  where- 
ever  they  were  given  an  opportunity  to  make  a living. 

Of  that  group  of  men  who  had  joined  the  Brethren 
in  1525,  and  who  had  become  leading  men  among  them, 
none  were  left  within  a very  short  time.  Some  were 
caught  and  put  to  death,  others  suffered  so  much  thru 
privation  that  they  soon  died.  But  there  were  always 
others  who  took  the  places  of  those  who  were  taken 
away,  even  tho  they  knew  that  it  meant  a life  of  hard- 
ship and  that  sooner  or  later  they,  too,  would  be  put  to 
death.  At  one  time  when  a man  was  being  put  to  death, 
because  he  had  been  baptized  and  had  joined  the  Breth- 
ren or  Anabaptists,  there  was  a Catholic  priest  present 
and  saw  with  what  conviction  this  man  went  to  his 
death.  After  the  execution  this  priest  felt  very  uneasy 
in  his  heart  about  it;  he  wondered  if  after  all  these 
Brethren  were  right  and  the  Catholic  Church  was 
wrong.  So  he  began  to  study  the  Bible  more  carefully 
and  became  convinced  that  these  Anabaptists  were  right 
and  his  Church  was  wrong.  This  man’s  name  was  Men- 
no  Simons.  In  1536  he,  too,  was  baptized  and  joined  the 
Anabaptists  or  Brethren.  He  was  an  educated  man  and 
became  a strong  leader  among  them.  He  was  very  ac- 
tive teaching  and  preaching  the  Word  of  God  and  he 
wrote  and  printed  books  in  which  he  showed  that  the 
teachings  of  the  Anabaptist  were  right  according  to 
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the  Bible.  The  Catholic  Church  offered  a large  sum  of 
money  to  any  one  who  would  catch  Menno  Simons  and 
bring  him  to  the  authorities  or  kill  him.  This  man 
had  to  flee  from  place  to  place  and  he  had  a very  hard 
time  but  wherever  he  went  he  preached  and  taught  the 
people  and  strengthened  the  Brethren.  Because  he  was 
so  active  and  defended  the  teachings  of  the  Anabaptists 
by  his  writings  the  people  began  to  call  this  group  of 
the  Brethren  Mennists  or  Mennonites.  Menno  Simons 
did  not  start  the  Mennonite  Church  but  because  he  was 
such  a strong  leader  in  this  group,  that  is  why  the 
people  called  them  by  his  name.  Officially  we  speak  of 
the  Mennonite  Church  as  having  begun  in  1525  A.  D. 
but  there  is  very  strong  evidence  to  show  that  the  Men- 
nonite Church  is  an  outgrowth,  if  not  a direct  continu- 
ation of  that  group  of  Brethren  who  are  called  Wal- 
denses,  and  these  Waldenses  can  be  traced  back  to 
Apostolic  times. 

There  is  not  much  material  to  be  found  about  the 
e arlier  history  of  the  Mennonites,  because  they  had  to 
wander  from  place  to  place,  and  often  lost  everything 
they  had.  Their  writings  were  destroyed  by  their  per- 
secutors. So  we  have  to  depend  for  the  earlier  history 
largely  on  what  others  wrote  about  them.  These  writ- 
ers generally  admit  the  blameless  lives  of  the  Men- 
nonites. Some  make  accusations  against  them  which 
are  evidently  not  true.  Some  blame  them  by  mistake 
for  things  which  others,  who  were  not  Mennonites, 
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had  done.  The  most  serious  charges  brought  against 
them  is  that  they  do  not  do  according  to  the  teachings 
of  the  Catholic  church  but  have  teachings  of  their  own. 

Sometimes  the  persecution  of  the  Mennonites  was 
more  severe  in  one  country  than  in  another,  depending 
on  the  good  will  of  the  ruler  of  that  country.  But  no- 
where were  they  allowed  to  stay  any  great  length  of  time 
without  persecution.  They  were  a hardworking  people 
and  lived  a simple  life.  Because  they  themselves  had 
gone  thru  so  many  hardships,  they  were  always  ready  to 
help  others  who  were  in  need. 

After  a while  the  persecutions  were  not  so  severe 
any  more,  some  of  the  rulers  even  invited  the  Men- 
nonites to  come  and  live  in  their  country.  They  had 
land  that  was  not  very  good  and  nobody  wanted  to  live 
on  it  for  it  would  take  very  hard  work  to  get  it  in  shape 
for  cultivation.  So  these  rulers  would  promise  the 
Mennonites  special  privileges  among  them  that  they 
would  not  have  to  go  to  war,  if  they  would  come  and 
live  on  this  poor  land  and  improve  it.  They  were,  of 
course,  glad  to  be  permitted  to  live  somewhere  without 
being  persecuted.  That  is  the  way  many  of  them  came 
to  live  in  Germany  and  in  Russia  and  in  some  of  the 
other  countries.  They  were  glad  to  go  anywhere  where 
they  would  be  allowed  to  live*according  to  the  way  they 
understood  God’s  Word. 

Since  they  were  allowed  to  live  in  these  places  and 
were  not  being  persecuted  any  more  they  soon  began  to 
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prosper  and  build  up  some  very  fine  places.  But  when 
the  other  people  saw  how  prosperous  these  Mennonites 
had  become,  some  of  them  became  jealous  and  sooner 
or  later  began  to  insist  that  their  Government  should 
take  away  the  special  privileges  which  had  been  given 
to  the  Mennonites.  That  meant  that  they,  too,  would 
have  to  go  to  war.  In  that  way  it  came  about  that  the 
special  privileges  which  had  been  given  to  the  Menno- 
nites were  taken  from  them  again  after  they  had  im- 
proved the  poor  land  so  that  it  became  valuable  and  < 
other  people  wanted  it.  Whenever  these  special  privi- 
leges were  taken  away  from  them  they  would  either 
have  to  take  arms  and  go  to  war,  as  the  other  people 
did,  or  else  they  would  have  to  leave  their  homes  and 
go  to  some  other  country.  Some  of  them  did  not  want  * 
to  leave  their  fine  homes  and  the  land  they  had  improved 
and  so  decided  to  stay  and  take  up  arms  and  go  to  war, 
but  the  most  of  them  would  decide  to  leave  and  go  to 
some  other  country,  where  they  would  not  have  to  go 
to  war.  Not  only  would  they  have  to  start  all  over 
again  in  the  new  place  but  often  times  they  would  have 
to  learn  to  speak  a different  language. 

At  about  the  time  some  of  the  Mennonites  went  to 
Germany  and  Russia,  and  even  before  that  time,  some 
had  already  gone  to  America.  They  had  been  invited  to 
come  to  America  by  William  Penn.  William  Penn 
was  a Quaker,  or  Society  of  Friends  as  they  call  them- 
selves. The  Friends  or  Quakers  are  closely  related  to 
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the  Mennonites.  They  were  of  the  Brethren  who  had 
to  flee  from  Europe  because  of  the  terrible  persecutions 
there.  This  group  fled  over  into  England  where  they 
suffered  much  because  of  their  faith.  There  they  were 
nicknamed  Quakers  but  they  call  themselves  Friends. 
This  William  Penn,  who  was  one  of  them,  had  a large 
tract  of  land  given  to  him  in  America.  This  tract  of 
land  was  called  Pennsylvania.  Penn  made  this  a home 
for  all  such  wdio  were  being  persecuted  because  of  their 
faith,  so  he  invited  the  Mennonites,  too.  Some  of  them 
accepted  the  invitation  and  came.  Some  had  come  over 
as  early  as  1643.  Later  others  followed  from  the  dif- 
ferent countries  in  Europe.  Quite  a large  number  of 
them  came  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  The 
special  privileges  which  had  been  given  them  in  those 
countries  were  taken  from  them  again.  Rather  than  to 
have  to  go  to  war  many  of  them  decided  to  leave  their 
pleasant  homes,  their  friends  and  relatives,  the  fine 
hospitals  and  schools  which  they  had  built  and  come  to 
America — the  home  of  the  free. 

After  going  thru  the  privations  and  hardships  of 
frontier  life,  they  have  usually  prospered  wherever 
they  have  located  in  this  country.  They  are,  as  a 
whole,  diligent  students  of  the  Bible  and  are  ready  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  words  as  well  as  in  their  manner 
of  life.  As  long  as  they  were  persecuted  and  driven 
from  one  place  to  another  they  could  do  it  only  as  they 
came  in  contact  with  people,  but  as  soon  as  they  were 
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permitted  to  stay  a longer  time  in  any  place  they  be- 
gan to  send  missionaries  out  to  the  heathen,  so  that 
they,  too,  might  learn  about  Jesus  and  what  He  has 
done  for  us.  The  Mennonites  are  liberal  in  helping 
the  sick  and  needy,  that  is  why  they  build  and  keep  up 
hospitals  and  homes  for  such  as  need  to  be  taken  care 
of,  as  soon  as  they  can  do  it.  They  are,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  active  in  education.  Wherever  they  have 
been  permitted  to  do  so  they  have  established  schools 
and  colleges.  The  first  book  on  how  to  teach  that  was 
written  in  this  country  was  written  by  a Mennonite 
teacher.  The  first  protest  against  slavery  that  was 
made  in  this  country  was  made  by  Mennonites.  The 
principle  of  peace  for  which  they,  together  with  the 
Friends  and  some  others,  have  stood,  suffered  and  died, 
is  at  last  taking  hold  of  the  whole  so-called  Christian 
world,  for  there  are  such  in  all  the  various  Churches 
to  whom  the  Bible  and  its  teachings  are  the  highest 
authority,  and  who  are  trying  faithfully  to  live  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  their  conscience.  More  and  more 
are  coming  to  the  conviction  that  war  never  has,  and 
it  never  will,  settle  any  disputes,  just  as  they  have  be- 
come convinced  that  persecution  cannot  destroy  true 
faith.  But  faith  is  very  apt  to  suffer  shipwreck  where 
people  have  plenty  and  are  prosperous ; where  they 
think  that  they  do  not  need  God  and  do  not  care  for 
His  Word. 

In  the  beginning  Satan  won  a great  victory  over 
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man  by  getting  him  to  doubt  God’s  word  and  God’s 
goodness.  He  told  man  that  he  would  not  die  even  if 
he  did  disobey  God,  and  that  God  just  wanted  to  keep 
him  ignorant  so  he  should  not  become  like  God  Him- 
self. Satan  is  still  using  the  same  method  and  he  is 
leading  many  astray  by  it.  He  has  found  that  he  can- 
not destroy  the  Word  of  God,  the  Bible;  he  has  also 
found  that  he  cannot  destroy  the  true  faith  by  perse- 
cution, so  he  is  doing  all  he  can  to  make  people  doubt 
the  Word  of  God,  the  Bible,  by  saying  that  it  is  not 
trustworthy,  that  man  knows  better  than  the  Bible. 
Satan  does  not  want  the  people  to  think  much  of  the 
Bible  but  to  think  more  of  what  men  say,  because  they 
are  getting  to  be  very  wise.  But  the  Holy  Spirit  said 
by  Peter:  “We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men’’ 
Acts  5,  29.  And  in  other  places  it  is  written : I will 
destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  will  bring  to  noth- 
ing the  understanding  of  the  prudent.  It  pleased  God 
by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save  them  that  be- 
lieve. The  Jews  require  a sign,  and  the  Greeks  seek 
after  wisdom;  but  we  preach  Christ  crucified,  unto  the 
the  Jews  a stumbling  block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  fool- 
ishness; but  unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and 
Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of 
God.  1 Cor.  1,  19.  21-24.  For  other  foundation  can 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ. 
ICor.  3,  11. 
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